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Jiangsu AMR Investigates A.O. Smith for Alleged Vertical Monopoly Agreements
Wi ed g hZ2m Yy —F E 4RI EH

Xining Intermediate Court Announces the Verdict of the First-instance Trial of a Monopolistic Dispute
Case in the Province

bese R 28 585 EZ 2t AT Gt
Anti-Monopoly and Data Security Symposium for the Express Delivery Industry Held in Beijing
W W E E R AT VE SR I ACRAT Ak 22 i i L 5 45

Market Regulation and Public Opinion Case Analysis Event Extensively Discusses a Typical Case of
Monopoly Agreements of the Cement Industry

REZRat—FPREAGHEFFERE

European Commission Further Streamlines the Merger Review Process

CMA X Google Z 3k % fl £ X A RAWAT H BRI RE

CMA Launches Investigation into Google’s Requirement to Use Its Payment System
B &R EATLEE, Gueci REt &

European Commission Confirms Unannounced Inspections in the Fashion Sector, Gucci’s Office Is
Raid

5w g ik R R B 3R 15 3F E EpiPen £ F 89 £
SCOTUS Rejects Sanofi’s Appeal in the EpiPen Case
ZHIN B NDOIA A48T | & B A Z W By VR i
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Nine Additional States Join Justice Department’s Suit Against Google for Monopolizing Digital Adver-
tising Technologies

RELEK (ARFETLEEBELA) FRHARFEFTATES
EU Prolongs Motor Vehicle Block Exemption Regulation and Updates the Supplementary Guidelines
RHZE R 2P ERenfe E X G BEHFRTFTH

European Commission Opens Investigation into Possible Anticompetitive Practices by Renfe in Online
Rail Ticketing

71 FIAE ADOIN A EIEF T H BRITRE

Mastercard Cooperates With DOJ Antitrust Investigation of Debit Program
EE (BFTT. REMERFERE) ZH

UK Digital Markets, Competition, and Consumer Bill Is Released

SF R A% X Epic Games &k T 3 R 57 | B 5 LI 6y vk 4 S+ %

Apple Wins Battle With Epic Games Over App Store Rules

W & %2 4 5 ¥ 3 A M Cybersecurity and Data Protection
TEMEN\IITHLANE (LA THRH#IPvOE A EH AN F QI X B ZHEN)

Eight Departments Including the MIIT Jointly Issue the Implementing Opinions on Promoting the Evo-
lution of IPv6 Technology and the Innovative Development of Application

ITEHINBLF—FEIFERAT—FEEEX

MIIT Introduces the Work Progress in the First Quarter of This Year and the Key Points for the Next
Step

T ¥ m202245 B XA KEF CHAEF L%
MIIT Announces the List of Typical Cases Concerning National-level New-type Data Centers for 2022
TEEhscrrmdt (FEFD | #rL (B3R . 7B (WD RIZERAFHRMEFX

MIIT Supports Hubei (Xiangyang), Zhejiang (Deqing), and Guangxi (Liuzhou) in Establishment Na-
tional Level Vehicle Networking Pilot Zones
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MIIT Deploys a Special Action to Enhance the Security Capability of 5G Network Operation
Tz # A A2023F HL3E #l & TR X

MIIT Announces the Work Plan for Formulating Regulations for 2023

L7 158 R B AL 2P RSk E R R A S #APP

The Jiangsu Communications Administration Publicizes List of APPs That HaveSecurity Issues or
Have Engaged in Illegal Collection and Use of Personal Information

e R o SR il el
Europe: The EuropeanCommission Announces Establishment of Centre for Algorithmic Transparency
FEWRmANIRER (2023FELRAEZE)

USA: Online Privacy Act Introduced to House of Representatives

3R = X Intellectual Property

VL R ik I A 2 B o 4 2RI = B R R X

Xihu Court and Shuangjiang Court Signed the First National Judicial Collaboration Framework Agree-
ment for the Protection of Famous Tea

tE=rRFEL>EGARTRITEARFEREILETRERGEZFERER M

Shanghai No.3 Intermediate Court Tried First Case of Infringement on Medical Equipment Software
Copyright by Intentionally Circumventing Technical Protection Measures

“HR” . FERBERER, REIT0F T

FOTILE ‘s Trademark, Font Size and Domain Name Infringed, The Court Awarded Damages of RMB
3.7 Million

ANKEXOBEREE /1 7T, Fikbat = 4 B A7 B RACH =2

Remy Martin was Awarded Millions of Dollars in the Litigation of Infringement on 3D Trademark for
the Shape of Bottles

18077 Ta@ X, THERI EFLERI LR FE
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Interference with Search Engine Ranking Results, The Court Awarded Damages of RMB 1.8 Million
% [&] % 2 # % Chrome & & A0 % A

Google Wins Appeal of Patent Infringement Litigation for Damages of $20 Million Regarding Chrome
Technology

HALZA B NR2022F LA EERF N BEERE

Japan Patent Office Announces 2022 Patent Information Service Trend Survey Report

INTARA ( TFHFHBF) 1 (ERRAKRT) &+

INTA Releases "Trademarks in the Meta-Universe" and "Non-Homogenized Tokens" White Papers
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202344 F28H, HEHEEKME, HLFENFTAOLEH (AOSN) W EAUELELRELAO L
FHr (FED AEEBEFRAGANEEZERRIE L HERRZH R EHAO. 5 LI m 2
Wi AT H. IAETIREEER (“IHRETHR” ) EENL#TEE, EEREMT
FEBHREARGEE, (EEES)

Jiangsu AMR Investigates A.O. Smith for Alleged Vertical Monopoly Agreements

On April 28, 2023, according to the media, former CFO of A.O. Smith Group Corp. (AOS.N), Zhu Jun,
and former General Manager of A.O.Smith (China) Environmental Products Co., Ltd., Chen Dong,
jointly reported A.O. Smith for engaging in vertical monopoly agreement behavior to the State Admin-
istration for Market Regulation (SAMR). The Jiangsu Administration for Market Regulation (“Jiangsu
AMR?) is currently investigating the matter but has stated that it is unable to disclose any specific infor-
mation at this time. (More)

BT HReE e RAZH AL —FRELATEA

2023F4A23H, WTFFRAARER (“BBTFR” ) AFEAXFRABALNTERTLRA
ARNEEZWMNY — %, NEXLRARARFAEATHIXRACERARRI N2, ZXZFE
HEBEHMN Y Ztr. (BEES)

Xining Intermediate Court Announces the Verdict of the First-instance Trial of a
Monopolistic Dispute Case in the Province

On April 23, 2023, Xining Municipal Intermediate People’s Court (“Xining Intermediate Court’) pub-
licly announced its verdict on a monopoly dispute between a gas appliance company and a natural gas
company, ruling that the natural gas company had abused its dominant market position to force transac-
tion opportunities. This case is the first monopoly dispute case in Qinghai Province. (More)

il R 2H 5HELZLFHRAELET

2023F4A20H, myERFEH2EANREYREZH SHELZLAT2AEZTET. 2L A
“REN H R ZE” A Bl ERERE AL, BEATINTFRS. BELZLFH
A, Wik REWEMENTS. S EFNEERPURALTRBEELZ2F AR (EFEE
%)

Anti-Monopoly and Data Security Symposium for the Express Delivery Industry
Held in Beijing

On April 20, 2023, the Anti-Monopoly and Data Security Symposium for the Express Delivery Indus-
try, hosted by the China Express Association, was held in Beijing. The conference was divided into two

5/23



https://www.stcn.com/article/detail/855162.html
https://www.stcn.com/article/detail/855162.html
http://xnzy.qhfy.gov.cn/article/detail/2023/04/id/7263675.shtml
http://xnzy.qhfy.gov.cn/article/detail/2023/04/id/7263675.shtml
http://www.cea.org.cn/content/details_15_23769.html
http://www.cea.org.cn/content/details_15_23769.html

2023.5 NO.345

4

=] LiraNG & PARTNERS
Sl z 5 2w E 5

parts: “Express Industry and Anti-Monopoly” and “Express Industry and Data Security.” Discussions
centered around issues such as fair market competition, data security, anti-monopoly law and competi-
ion in compliance, data protection in the judicial system, practical data security issues and counter-
measures. (More)

W B EE R 2 HTVE SRR AR VAT W 22 BT P P A R

20234 A20H, WL REFEROAOMENERTE T ZHEAT. EDNEEQAT2022F E T 7 g
FUBEFEREEEL, RAFT T E AR & K I3F A S 2 i U 4511217 R E
X

To PRMGEA. FPEARAF. REA¥FNERXNEN AT A ITET. (BEEES)

Market Regulation and Public Opinion Case Analysis Event Extensively Discusses a
Typical Case of Monopoly Agreements of the Cement Industry

On April 20, 2023, the Market Regulation and Public Opinion Case Analysis Event was held in Xi’an,
Shaanxi Province. The event summarized and analyzed the overall public opinion situation in the field
of market regulation in 2022, and conducted in-depth discussions on the typical case of “Shaanxi Ce-
ment Association and 13 companies implementing monopoly agreements being fined CNY 451 mil-
lion”. Officials from the Division I of Anti-monopoly Enforcement of the SAMR and the Shaanxi Pro-
vincial Administration for Market Regulation (“Shaanxi AMR”) gave speeches at the event. Experts
from the Cyberspace Administration of China, Renmin University of China, and Fudan University pro-
vided comments and guidance on the event. (More)

KEZR&A—FRHGHETFERE

202344 A20H, Bk % % 7 & (BEuropean Commission) 517 (A& 3 5L ik 4 ) (Merger Imple-
menting Regulation) , & i 12 7 & 018 20 B SOt @ i, DLt —F @b (CE 6 3 & 7D
(EU Merger Regulation) & #ER)F, AT AF/HEFTAZRFOLARE; YEHZ%E
HEINT #HE Ak ( “tick-the-box” Short Form CO) #H—# EhE HZHFERTF; B Fo
BETFEHZEHEME (Form CO) FWEREX; KU THER WXt El. (EFE
%)

European Commission Further Streamlines the Merger Review Process

On April 20, 2023, the European Commission revised the Merger Implementing Regulation and issued a
Notice on Simplified Procedure and a Communication on the transmission of documents to further sim-
plify the EU Merger Regulation review process. The new regulation expands and/or clarifies the scope
of the simplified procedure; introduces a new notification form (“tick-the-box” Short Form CO) to fur-
ther simplify the review process for simplified cases; reduces and clarifies the information requirements
in the notification form (Form CO) for non-simplified cases; and optimizes document transmission to
the Commission. (More)
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CMAX Google Z R & X R AWAT A BT RE

202344 H19H, ZEZ S 5wHEEE (CMA) X &A%, HEEBEEAI (Google) 7
E %= (Android) % & E 7% W A2 FEIAT 47, % 52 Google Play iz | 7 JE 2ok 5 26 57 22 7
FEANFAEREATF R GHAT AR T NG EHAN . CMAR B X AR B %A AL E M
HBEAHEAE TR AELEREN, BHIEE2023F5A19H, A HHE & r8 25T
EANRERERXFET. (EFEES)

CMA Launches Investigation into Google’s Requirement to Use Its Payment Sys-
tem

On April 19, 2023, the UK Competition and Markets Authority (CMA) announced that it is investigat-
ing Google’s distribution of apps on Android devices in the UK, specifically the rules obliging certain
app developers to use Google Play’s own billing system for in-app purchases. The CMA also an-
nounced that it intends to accept a commitment from Google and invited interested third parties to
comment on the proposed commitment, with a deadline of May 19, 2023. Google subsequently an-
nounced that it will allow developers to use alternative payment options. (More)

KB RAERMTWVIEE, Gueci BHHE

202347180, KEZR &R AW nE, WAERT2KE &R E AR GTLAL#HTT E
TihE. ZALSARNHZTY AV XET EXANELEER. ZAKEMHE RS L TREERT F
I SRR R MIRF R AT (BEXEEmAYmRED KERZHAN. KEH, BA
MK S EERET KZW—FEH (Gueed) RM, K2 BB A 5 B 78 18 AT A #4777

EW—#n. (EEES)

European Commission Confirms Unannounced Inspections in the Fashion Sector,
Gucci’s Office Is Raid

On April 18, 2023, the European Commission started unannounced inspections at the premises of com-
panies active in the fashion industry in several Member States. In parallel, the Commission has sent
out formal requests for information to companies active in the same sector. The Commission has con-
cerns that the companies concerned may have violated EU antitrust rules that prohibit cartels and re-
strictive business practices including certain horizontal and vertical restrictions. The next day, Italian
tax police inspected a Gucci facility in Milan as part of an EU investigation into potential violations of
business practices. (More)

R &k BB B SR 1 3E A EpiPen R By LR

2023F4F17H, =E & & k1% F 3 3k 3/~ 8 (Sanofi S.A.) * T HEZ /A 8 (Viatris
Inc.) HIEME KX Z % EEpiPen B o E 4T & AT EZ W B ERH B TIHH LIF. BT HIEZZ
/vE] (Mylan N.V.) Ff#E%5 /2 5] (Pfizer Inc.) ByUpjohnlt %A 7 £, 20174, FiEIENF &
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W28, EEAGYEFEE4E (pharmacy benefit manager) = 47 0 LU BUM &5 A BY AT
R R ZWT k. 20204, HFEHTIM— B E B H ARE I N B LRI AL = 0 S WA ik R AE
ERETEEEF AT REPE, RAXFAZNE. FHREEFER (The 10th U.S. Circuit
Court of Appeals) TR FTHAXFZRE, WX GREF LRF AN EFSTLEF LT F X
i, (BEEFE%)

SCOTUS Rejects Sanofi’s Appeal in the EpiPen Case

On April 17, 2023, the US Supreme Court declined to hear Sanofi S.A.’s appeal in a case against Via-
tris Inc., which accused the company of monopolizing the auto-injector market through exclusive deals
to sell EpiPen. Viatris was created through a merger between Mylan N.V. and Pfizer Inc.’s Upjohn
business. In 2017, Sanofi sued Mylan, alleging that its discounting to pharmacy benefit managers in ex-
change for exclusivity violated antitrust laws. In 2020, a federal judge in Kansas City ruled in favor of
Mylan, stating that Sanofi failed to prove that Mylan’s negotiating tactics were illegal or had a negative
impact on consumers. The 10th US Circuit Court of Appeals supported this decision in July of the same
year, stating that exclusive contracts were a common competitive strategy in the epinephrine auto-
injector industry. (More)

FHIMNMADOIXN AT F T & BAR W R IR

20234 A17H, XE&%H (DO KA nE, HEHELAZARM, FRIEFMN. FHARM.
ARFIEM, AABHT N, FFEAH RN AFERAM, BTN FT % EF R IMNE A
MEy R E K A\DOIR 28 mfemFl BTN, BB LM, REKBEMN, HEAMN. 44
M. ZRGMN, BHENHERLIMNEREKKEARNRERZHFL, HELSNEY S
M FEEAFT R, BT H/ARZEE (Sherman Act) F15MF2%, (EEEL)

Nine Additional States Join Justice Department’s Suit Against Google for Monopo-
lizing Digital Advertising Technologies

On April 17, 2023, the US Department of Justice (DOJ) announced that the attorneys general of nine
states, including Arizona, Illinois, Michigan, Minnesota, Nebraska, New Hampshire, North Carolina,
Washington, and West Virginia, had joined the DOJ’s antitrust division and attorneys general from Cal-
ifornia, Colorado, Connecticut, New Jersey, New York, Rhode Island, Tennessee, and Virginia in a civ-
il antitrust lawsuit against Google. The lawsuit alleges that Google has monopolized multiple digital
advertising technology products in violation of Sections 1 and 2 of the Sherman Act. (More)

KHEEK (RETLEARBREEA) FRARAEFHARE

2023504 H17H, MBZR 22 A g, HOH (AFEATLEERSE 25 ) (Motor Vehicle
Block Exemption Regulation, “MVBER™) FAMHREK LF, F20284F5H31H. % 7« FE
EHTANAEE, AR T EHEREARNBBETRERELEGCHEFRF WL ERNESR
(essential input) , FHut A EF (MEHZATHL) ( “TFEUY) #1014, ZFAH M4k
WMAEBB N AN FERAFRESE, AT AFHNTESRRCEETRHRENNE T 2F
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RIELRBEWFHAERBEFEANERTHLAERLGREN; EERWRBL B LT EELE
BT EERRBEMAERBEELEZIANER, N @HXTFEUR 1025 A%. (EEES)

EU Prolongs Motor Vehicle Block Exemption Regulation and Updates the Supple-
mentary Guidelines

On April 17, 2023, the European Commission announced that the Motor Vehicle Block Exemption
Regulation (MVBER) will be extended for another five years until May 31, 2028. The commission al-
so updated its supplementary guidelines, clarifying that data generated by vehicle sensors may be con-
sidered essential input for the provision of repair and maintenance services. Therefore, in compliance
with Article 101 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union (TFEU), authorized and in-
dependent repairers should have equal access to this data. The guidelines also establish the proportion-
ality principle that automotive suppliers must apply when considering whether to refuse input elements
such as vehicle-generated data based on potential cybersecurity concerns. The commission warns that
if suppliers unilaterally refuse to provide essential input elements such as vehicle-generated data to in-
dependent operators, they may be subject to regulation under Article 102 of the TFEU. (More)

KAER S ERenfe EX U B ELREEFTH

202344 F24H, B ¥ Z 74 (European Commission) xf T JE 7 [E & 2 % /- & Renfe & 7 i &,
DI HEGRARAELMB =T EETFEREFTRANE., T LEHN AT ALZURS
HEZRB MRS A RNERHE, EALERRTESRE TR T TR E A, R4
ELHBBEEERFTIRF. ZRLCREINPIIHERETEHZTEETILRAXYT. (EEE
%)

European_Commission Opens Investigation into Possible Anticompetitive Practices
by Renfe in Online Rail Ticketing

On April 24, 2023, the European Commission opened an investigation into the Spanish state-owned
railway company Renfe to assess whether it abused its dominant position in the Spanish passenger rail-
way transport market by refusing to provide third-party ticketing platforms with all information related
to its tickets, discounts, and the scope of its services, as well as real-time data related to its passenger
railway transport services. The commission has conducted a preliminary assessment and has summa-
rized the main facts of the case and its concerns. The investigation aims to evaluate whether Renfe’s
actions have limited competition in the online railway ticketing service market. (More)

FEARADOINEBIEFHE BT RE

202344 A27H, EEARME, FFiL (Mastercard) E 4 % [F 8 =5 (DOJ) IF & & H = F
EILFHRRAEEHMIARNENRSFEFNL, UWEARTHEERENMENTA. TEFLET,
B F202343 A Y2 TDOJIW R EFHEEK (CID) , FEBAEE. ZCIDIRSE F 48 B o
WA A+ (Visa) HYRMEEMNT K. 20234617, DOJIEERKRTREF R A XEFLF L F
EHMEANENFEEFFERAXE. (EEES)
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Mastercard Cooperates With DOJ Antitrust Investigation of Debit Program

n April 27, 2023, according to media, Mastercard announced the US Department of Justice (DOJ) is
investigating its US debit card program and its competitive practices with other payment networks to
determine if there are any antitrust violations. Mastercard stated that it had received a Civil Investiga-
tive Demand (CID) from the DOJ in March 2023 and is cooperating with the investigation. The CID
marks an expansion of a similar investigation launched two years ago against Visa. In January 2023, the
DOJ had requested documents from Visa regarding its US debit card business and competitive practices
with other payment networks. (More)

EE(HFTY. REPMEREER) XAF

20235F4A25H, XKEFE S 5T ZEEE (CMA) A (K FHTH. R4 MEEEEZ)
(DMCOC) , RF L EFMETLNY EHESE, WERCMAT A FE I RN A . EHEHFH
RIF 7 HE, ZEZRNCMAEBERERATH RS E R FENamE, CMAT & &AL LS
KHAREWHI0%W T K. ERFTFHTE, ZEERNCMAREFHHH (DMU) HEH
FRPHERFGEN L, RERFPHELG. ETHRFFTE, ZEEEHT 60T HK
R, WERCMAMBEERBER T, (EFEZL)

UK Digital Markets, Competition, and Consumer Bill Is Released

On April 25, 2023, the UK Competition and Markets Authority (CMA) released the Digital Markets,
Competition, and Consumers (DMCC) Bill, which aims to protect both online and high street business-
es’ freedom to compete and strengthen the CMA’s power to combat unfair business practices. In terms
of consumer protection, the bill authorizes the CMA to directly determine whether an action violates
consumer rights laws and allows the CMA to impose fines of up to 10% of the global turnover of of-
fending companies. Regarding digital markets, the bill authorizes the CMA’s Digital Markets Unit
(DMU) to oversee the implementation of new regulations in the digital market and regulate digital and
technology companies. With respect to market competition, the bill updates the thresholds related to
mergers and fines, strengthening the CMA’s investigative and enforcement powers. (More)

¥R BB Epic Games < T35 5 5 F B AL By k42 3 4

2023F4A24H, XE—BA LIFERM LKA, FibFR (Apple) FUEF R HREEAF 7
LA 3E RN B B JE S AT XA R85 BE, Epic GamesH ML F T R 5 ER KR = FHEE L %,
ER %R TREREE, INZFERFFIOSHEARF I LT EE 2%, HERKMAFTLEL
RFERETRMMA NN RGO BEFRER R 2 %, ¥REK, ERFIOSKFAEFLAEZ
4 T R47iPhonel 7 Z 2 RAKF &, EIRIAA, FROZEMRAFIE TR EW EHE
B, MEFNFIRMAARBEEENFR I RFEX, 3+ R 00H0E M R F AL A
B guse 2. (EEES)
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Apple Wins Battle With Epic Games Over App Store Rules

n April 24, 2023, a federal appeals court in the United States ruled against Apple and prohibited the
company from prohibiting developers from offering links that allow users to make purchases outside of
the Apple App Store. As a result, Epic Games won its three-year legal battle against Apple. However,
the court also upheld a lower court’s ruling that Apple is not a monopolist in the distribution of i10S ap-
plications and that its practice of requiring app developers to use Apple’s proprietary in-app payment
system does not violate antitrust law. Apple argued that its restrictions on the distribution of iOS appli-
cations were intended to protect the security and privacy of iPhone users. The court found that Apple’s
security and privacy protocols fall within the scope of antitrust law, and opening up in-app processing
to competitors would weaken Apple’s current protective mode. Therefore, Apple’s practices do not
constitute a monopoly in the smartphone application field. (More)

W %% 4 5 A M Cybersecurity and Data Protection

TAHEN\FITRAN K CLTHRBIPveH AR LS i F AF LB LHEE L)

202344 F23H, Tlhffz R#. P RMGEA. BXRARRES. HHHM. KBTHIT. AR
FAT. BFRERZ. BXGERAEE/N\FITABRANER (K THEHEIPveR AE I fo i1 A 4157
EREEZEELY (LTEA“(ZHEBEL) 7)) . (ZwmEN) #E 7 FZEH 47, BIE2025
F R, IPVOBUA R # A b 63T AR B R, AR ARG NABERE, “IPvet”F 43K
ARREEE—FT A, EEATLPvr g & 5 A A FAEBRA. (LHEIENL) TaFEHE
IPvOyE #t H AR R s T IPVOIE 2 G137~ L E ath; AR IPveE b iR i VE # X B RN “IPve+74T
VRSN RAXARERAEFELLES. (EEES)

Eight Departments Including the MIIT Jointly Issue the Implementing Opinions on
Promoting the Evolution of IPv6 Technology and the Innovative Development of Ap-
plication

On 23 April 2023, the Ministry of Industry and Information Technology (the “MIIT”), the Office of the
Central Cyberspace Affairs Commission, the National Development and Reform Commission, the Min-
istry of Education, the Ministry of Transport, the People's Bank of China, the State-owned Assets Su-
pervision and Administration Commission of the State Council, the National Energy Administration
jointly issued the Implementing Opinions on Promoting the Evolution of IPv6 Technology and the Inno-
vative Development of Application ( the "Opinions"”). The Opinions put forward the main objectives,
that is, by the end of 2025, the evolution and innovation of IPv6 technologies shall have achieved re-
markable results, the innovation capabilities of network technologies shall have been significantly en-
hanced, the application scope of "IPv6 Plus" and other innovative technologies shall have been further
expanded, and the level of integrated application of "IPv6 Plus" in key industries shall have been signif-
icantly enhanced. The Opinions also include key tasks such as construction of a technical system for the
evolution of IPv6, strengthening of the industrial foundation for the evolution and innovation of IPv6,
accelerating the evolution and development of IPv6 infrastructure, deepening the industrial integrated
application of "IPv6 Plus", and enhancing security guarantee capabilities. (More)
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MIIT Introduces the Work Progress in the First Quarter of This Year and the Key
Points for the Next Step

On 20 April 2023, the State Council Information Office held a press conference to introduce the de-
velopment of industry and information technology in the first quarter of 2023. The spokesman of the
Ministry of Industry and Information Technology ( the "MIIT") attended the press conference to in-
troduce the relevant information and answer reporters' questions. In promoting information and com-
munication services for people's livelihoods, the progress of the MIIT includes: improving institution-
al norms, issuing the Notice on Further Enhancing the Service Capability of Mobile Internet Applica-
tions, 1ssuing a series of standards such as the APPUuser Rights Protection Evaluation Specifications,
conducting technical testing on over 500,000 APPs, reporting 101 illegal APPs and SDKs, focusing
on regulating hot issues and effectively purifying the service environment. For the next step, the MIIT
will focus on: speeding up the construction of public service platforms for mobile internet applica-
tions, enhancing the technical capabilities for monitoring and detection, risk warning and traceability
verification; strengthening the whole-lifecycle governance of applications, and regulating services
such as software installation and uninstallation, automatic payment renewal and pop-up window.
(More)
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MIIT Announces the List of Typical Cases Concerning National-level New-type
Data Centers for 2022

On 14 April 2023, the Ministry of Industry and Information Technology (the "MIIT") issued the

"Notice on Publishing the List of Typical Cases Concerning National-level New-type Data Centers
for 2022" (Communication Letter [2023] No. 89 of the MIIT), and announced the list of typical cases
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of National New-type Data Centers for 2022. The MIIT requires all units to further enhance the pub-
licity, promotion and policy support for the announced typical cases of national-level new-type data
centers, create a favourable development environment, promote the high-quality construction and ap-
plication of computing infrastructure, and better support digital transformation in various fields of the
economy and society.(More)
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MIIT Supports Hubei (Xiangyang), Zhejiang (Deqing), and Guangxi (Liuzhou) in
Establishment National Level Vehicle Networking Pilot Zones

According to the Ministry of Industry and Information Technology (the "MIIT") on 19 April 2023, in
recent years, Hubei, Zhejiang, and Guangxi have adhered to the principle of systematic planning,
aimed at the functional transformation of the Internet of Vehicles in key areas and the improvement
of core system capabilities, the integrated development of "geographic information plus Internet of
Vehicles", and the large- scale and in-depth application of the Internet of Vehicles. They have pro-
moted the innovation and development of the industry of the Internet of Vehicles as a whole, actively
cultivated the industrial ecology of the Internet of Vehicles, and have established a fairly solid indus-
trial development base. The MIIT has separately replied to the People's Government of Hubei Prov-
ince, the People's Government of Zhejiang Province, and the People's Government of Guangxi
Zhuang Autonomous Region, supporting the establishment of nationallevel Internet of vehicles pilot
zones in Hubei (Xiangyang City), Zhejiang (Deqing City), and Guangxi (Liuzhou City). The MIIT
has clarified the main tasks and objectives of each region, requiring relevant departments in the re-
spective regions to focus on the main tasks and goals of the national-level Internet of vehicles pilot
zone, and in accordance with the mandates in the Action Plan for the Development of the Internet of
Vehicles (Intelligent Connected Vehicles) Industry (MIIT [2018] No. 283) , accelerate the improve-
ment of collaborative work mechanisms and speed up the implementation to promote the application

and industrial development of the provincial/regional Internet of vehicles. (More)
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MIIT Deploys a Special Action to Enhance the Security Capability of SG Network
Operation

According to the Ministry of Industry and Information Technology (the "MIIT") on 19 April 2023, the
MIIT launched a special action to enhance the security capability of 5G network operation, aiming to
solve prominent problems such as increasing network operation security risks and increasing difficulty
in operation and maintenance under the new situation, and accelerate the construction of a "mega opera-
tion security" framework for information and communication networks with controllable risks, rapid
response, and sound systems, promote the transformation of network operation security governance
model to prevention beforehand, and ensure high-quality economic and social development with high-
level 5G network operation security. The MIIT also clarified the main tasks of the special action and the
overall planning of each stage.(More)
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MIIT Announces the Work Plan for Formulating Regulations for 2023

On 18 April 2023, the Ministry of Industry and Information Technology ( the "MIIT") announced the
work plan for formulating regulations for 2023, including 6 projects to be submitted for review within
the year and 9 projects to be drafted and submitted for review in a timely manner within the year. The
projects that were to be drafted and timely submitted for review within the year include: Administrative
Measures for Electronic Authentication Services (revised), Administrative Regulations for Short Mes-
sage Communication Services (revised), and Personal Information Protection Regulations for Telecom-
munications and Internet Users (revised).(More)
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The Jiangsu Communications Administration Publicizes List of APPs That
HaveSecurity Issues or Have Engaged in Illegal Collection and Use of Personal In-
ormation

According to the Jiangsu Communications Administration on 23 April 2023, the Jiangsu Communica-
tions Administration has continued to carry out special rectification actions for APP infringement on
user rights. It has organized third-party testing agencies to inspect mobile internet applications (APPs)
in fields such as life services, leisure and entertainment, and utility tools that are of concern to the pub-
lic in the province. A total of 25 APPs have been detected to have network security risks or to have
engaged in illegal collection and use of personal information. The Jiangsu Communications Admin-
istration has required the relevant APP operators to complete rectification work within 20 working
days. If no rectification has been made within such time limit, the Jiangsu Communications Admin-
istration shall deal with these APPs in accordance with applicable laws and regulations. (More)
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Europe: The EuropeanCommission Announces Establishment of Centre for Algo-
rithmic Transparency

The European Commission (the “Commission’) announced, on 17 April 2023, the establishment, on
the following day, of the European Centre for Algorithmic Transparency (the “ECAT”). The Commis-
sion highlighted that the ECAT will provide the Commission with in-house technical and scientific
expertise to ensure that algorithmic systems used by the “Very Large Online Platforms” and “Very
Large Online Search Engines” under the Digital Services Act comply with the risk management, miti-
gation, and transparency requirements set out therein. The Commission explained that the ECAT will
be responsible for the analysis of the transparency reports and risk self-assessment submitted by the
designated companies, and to carry out inspections to their systems whenever required by the Commis-

sion. (More)
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USA: Online Privacy Act Introduced to House of Representatives

On 19 April 2023, Congresswomen Anna G. Eshoo and Zoe Lofgren announced that they had intro-
duced House Resolution 2701 to provide for individual rights relating to privacy of personal infor-
mation, to establish privacy and security requirements for covered entities relating to personal infor-
mation, and to establish an agency to be known as the Digital Privacy Agency to enforce such rights
and requirements, and for other purposes, also known as the Online Privacy Act of 2023 ('the “OPA”),
to the U.S. House of Representatives. In particular, the OPA would regulate any entity, including non-
profits and common carriers, that intentionally collects, processes, or maintains personal information
and transmits personal information over an electronic network. Moreover, the OPA would provide sev-
eral data subject rights, such as the right of access, rectification, deletion, portability, right to human
review of automated decisions, right to be informed, and a right of impermanence which would man-
date that organisations may not maintain a category of personal information for longer than expressly
consented to by the individual.(More)
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Xihu Court and Shuangjiang Court Signed the First National Judicial Collabora-
tion Framework Agreement for the Protection of Famous Tea

On April 21, as the green tea queen Xihu Longjing tea core origin court - Hangzhou Xihu District Court

signed the first national judicial collaboration framework for the protection of famous tea agreement
with Lincang County Court, which is Yunnan big leaf tea authentic Mengku big leaf tea origin court..
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As an important intellectual property right, geographical indications have attracted wide attention from
the international community today. "Xihu Longjing" is the most influential geographical indication in
angzhou, and "Xihu Longjing tea" is one of the most well-known geographical indication certifica-
tion trademark. As "China's ancient tea culture township", Shuangjiang is the native place of Mengku
leaf tea. Shuangjiang Mengku leaf tea has passed the agricultural products certification of geographical
indication, and certified as the national fine tea species twice by the National Tea Tree Species Valida-
tion Committee.

According to the agreement signed between the two sides, collaboration takes the principles about the
consensus of a common for, working together to win, build and share. Through the establishment of a
regular judicial collaboration between the court working mechanism, it will promote the green and
healthy development of the tea industry to provide quality and efficient judicial services and protec-
tion.

Source: Hangzhou.com
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Shanghai No.3 Intermediate Court Tried First Case of Infringement on Medical
Equipment Software Copyright by Intentionally Circumventing Technical Protec-
tion Measures

On April 12, Shanghai No.3 Intermediate People's Court tried the first case of infringement of medical
equipment software copyright by intentionally circumventing technical protection measures.

From March 2019 to July 2022, Defendant Liu A made dongles for circumventing copyright technical
protection measures on his own, without the permission of the copyright owner for the purpose of
profit, provided download links to works such as maintenance manuals, copied medical equipment
software, and together with Defendant Liu B sold dongles and pirated software to others, through
online shopping platforms and other channels. Upon audit, from July 2020 to July 2022, Liu A and Liu
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B collectively received sales of dongles and pirated medical software amounting to more than RMB
1.06 million.

The court held that the two defendants, for the purpose of profit, without the permission of the copy-
right owner, copied, distributed and disseminated their works to the public through the information
network, intentionally avoiding the technical measures taken by the copyright owner, for the protection
of copyright of their works. The court sentenced defendant Liu A to three years and two months of im-
prisonment, and a fine of RMB 700,000 for the crime of copyright infringement, and defendant Liu B
to one year of imprisonment, with probation for one year, and a fine of RMB 80,000.

Source: Shanghai Third Intermediate People's Court
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FOTILE ‘s Trademark, Font Size and Domain Name Infringed, The Court Award-
ed Damages of RMB 3.7 Million

On March 30, 2023, Zhejiang High People's Court made a final judgement on the case of infringement
on trademark and unfair competition dispute between Ningbo Fotile Kitchenware Limited, versus De-
fendants Shenzhen Century Fotile Electric Limited et.al upholding the first instance judgment with
damages of RMB 3.7 million.

The court held that the determination of the similarity of a trademark shall be based on the general at-
tention of the relevant public, and that both the overall comparison of the trademark and the main parts
of the trademark shall be compared, while the prominence and popularity of the registered trademark
shall also be considered. The defendants shall not use the enterprise name and the main part of the do-
main name of the Plaintiff with certain influence without permission, which may lead to the misunder-
standing of the source of products or the relationship with the Plaintiff. In this case, the infringing
mark is similar to the trademark of Plaintiff in terms of composition, pronunciation and arranggment,

18/23



1| LiFANG & PARTNERS 2023.5 NO.345

Wz » 2w £ 5

NI
=

which is likely to cause confusion or misunderstanding with the general attention of the relevant pub-
lic, and constitutes similar trademarks. The trademark "FOTILE" is well known to the public, and the
efendants are hitchhiking the reputation of the Plaintiff, which constitute unfair competition.

Source: Zhejiang High People's Court
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Remy Martin was Awarded Millions of Dollars in the Litigation of Infringement on
3D Trademark for the Shape of Bottles

Jinhua Intermediate People's Court made a judgement on the case of infringement on trademark dis-
pute between E.Remy Martin Limited versus Defendants Shandong Linglong Wine Limited et.al.

The court held that the three-dimensional trademark had formed a correspondence to the trademark
owner, among the relevant public, and had a high reputation in the alcoholic beverage. According to
Article 57 of the Trademark Law of the People's Republic of China, it is an infringement on trademark
that is identical to a registered trademark on the same goods. After comparing the plaintiff's three-
dimensional trademark with the defendant's infringing bottle, only the ripple density of the bottle was
changed, but it does not affect the overall similarity of the two. The defendant shall bear the civil lia-
bility of stopping the infringement and compensating the damage.

Source: Jinhua Intermediate People's Court
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nterference with Search Engine Ranking Results, The Court Awarded Damages of
RMB 1.8 Million

Beijing Intellectual Property Court made a judgement on the case of unfair competition dispute be-
tween Beijing Baidu Technology Limited, versus Defendant Shenzhen Yiyou Network Technology
Limited. The court held that the services provided by Yiyou were "parasitic" on Baidu's search engine
products and service centers, and obtained commercial interests by hindering and disrupting Baidu's
normal business activities, which not only directly harmed Baidu's legitimate rights and interests, but
also does not contribute to social welfare and consumer welfare, and is easily used by illegal websites
such as the target website in question. Through the accused cheating acts, the ranking of the websites
can be elevated quickly, but this will lead to the failure of the market incentive mechanism, and dis-
rupted the normal network business activities, and normal competition.

The court found that the accused act constituted unfair competition, and held that the amount of eco-
nomic compensation damages requested by Baidu for RMB 1.8 million shall be supported.

Source: Beijing Intellectual Property Court
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Google Wins Appeal of Patent Infringement Litigation for Damages of $20 Million
Regarding Chrome Technology

The U.S. Texas court previously ruled that Google's patents were infringing, requiring Google to pay
$20 million in damages, and that the patents were highly relevant to Chrome. Google appealed the de-
cision firmly and has now convinced the U.S. Court of Appeals that the court found three anti-malware
patents invalid.

20/23




1| LiFANG & PARTNERS 2023.4 NO.345

Wz » 2w £ 5

NI
=

In 2013 the daughter of Alfonso Cioffi and Allen Rozman (deceased) sued Google in Texas, arguing
that Chrome used an anti-malware feature that infringed on technology invented by the two engineers
nd that the patents prevented malware from accessing critical computer documents. 2017 a jury found
Google guilty of infringement and demanded $20 million in damages and to continue paying royalties
in the future. Plaintiffs' lawyers had said that Google would have to pay copyright fee of about $7 mil-
lion per year for the next nine years.

However, the Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit ruled that all of the patents were invalid. The
court found that the three patents in question were reprints of previous anti-malware patents, and that
the new patents referred to specific technology for the WEB browser that was not mentioned in the
original patents.

Source: Reuters News

HALZR G af20228L A ARSI M RAERE
202344 A 13H, HAREFFG (JPO) ANA20224 L F1z B R &) M ER & .

BWEETR, EXAEERFFARNATE, RTHRFMFEANRERS, FARZEAATE
fE (AD BARB R ZWEEFH A RS E L A%, 201945 LUE ALK 781 G0 9 5L Jf A
RBER; ARRQUF AT, AREAGHE: TAMRC =00, b aiR = aEH T8
18 i Au A b 0 3R P2 AR A 77 SRR I . Bl A iR P AT 4 48 AR B R AU . 2 FTESG-SDGsH & By
FRFEAE B VR4 201520184 1], L AIGE R M ATk ey AR S E 7, 20194
E2021480H, EHHETEE LAWES; RELAEEMFHLLHETNL MFLER
20204 F s TF&, 20216 EAFTEF, EIEHMNEFABEIORA.

KIFE: HAREA A

Japan Patent Office Announces 2022 Patent Information Service Trend Survey Re-
port

On April 13, 2023, the Japan Patent Office (JPO) announced the 2022 Patent Information Service
Trends Survey Report.

The survey shows that in terms of patent information service provider trends, there are more reports on
new services and technologies, especially new functions and services such as search and translation
using artificial intelligence (Al) technology, and the application of Al technology in this field is in-
creasingly active after 2019; in terms of research innovation, research topics include: three-
dimensional visualization of patents and papers, the role of corporate IP departments and status of cor-
porate IP human resources, validating the effectiveness of IP evaluation indicators, and the impact of
disclosing IP information related to ESG-SDGs. the market size of the patent information service in-
dustry rose continuously during 2015-2018, and showed a trend of falling before rising between 2019
and 2021; the changes in sales of companies providing patent information services overall declined
slightly in FY2020 and rebounded in FY2021, showing a state from flat to slightly increasing.

Source: Japan Patent Office
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INTA Releases "Trademarks in the Meta-Universe' and '""Non-Homogenized To-
kens' White Papers

On April 16, 2023, the International Trademark Association (INTA) announced the release of two
white papers, "Trademarks in the Metaverse" and "Non-Homogenized Tokens," which look at the fu-
ture of intellectual property and related uncharted territories. Co-authored by more than 13 INTA com-
mittee members, the two white papers are among the first to examine emerging technologies from a
trademark perspective and aim to make recommendations around "the challenges posed by the new
digital ecosystem throughout the life cycle of a trademark," particularly for decentralized virtual
worlds where interrelationships have not yet been created.

The two white papers call for the harmonization of trademark classifications for metaverse and NFTs,
and address issues such as specific recommendations on how best to guide the global IP community
forward, and further advocacy to address the issues facing trademark holders in this era of rapid
change.

Source: International Trademark Association
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This Newsletter has been prepared for clients and professional associates of Lifang & Partners. Whilst every effort
has been made to ensure accuracy, no responsibility can be accepted for errors and omissions, however caused.
The information contained in this publication should not be relied on as legal advice and should not be regarded as
a substitute for detailed advice in individual cases.
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